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“The Laws of Simplicity” 
John Maeda (2006) 

 1. Reduce 

2. Organize 

3. Time 

4. Learn 

5. Differences 

6. Context 

7. Emotion 

8. Trust 

9. Failure 

10. The one 



Visual Complexity 



Kazimir Malevich (1879~1935) 







Musical Complexity 

 



Story Complexity 



Structural Complexity 



Behavioral Complexity 



Network Complexity 



Interaction Complexity 



Interaction Complexity 



Geometric Complexity 





Visual Complexity 



Jackson Pollock (1912~1956) 







Abstract Expressionism 
추상표현주의 







Program Complexity 

 



Algorithm Complexity 

• Which problem is more complex? 

 

• Which algorithm (or program) is more complex? 

 

 

• How do we measure complexity? 
– The data size plays the key role! 

    (When the data size doubles, what about the computing time?) 

– Let’s increase the data size and see what happens. 

     Asymptotic behavior 



Reductionist Approach to Beauty 

• Balance 

• Symmetry 

• Regularity 

• Predictability 

• Transparency 

• Accuracy 

• … 

 

• What if complexity exceeds a “manageable” level? 



Holistic Approach to Beauty 

• Gestalt psychology 

 

• Fractal expressionism 

 

• Complex aesthetics 
– Non-linearity 

– Multiplicity 

– Interconnectivity 

 

• Networkism 



Showcase: Students Homework 

• Express the concept/notion/idea of the very high 
complexity as simple as possible, in the form of 
poem/photo/drawing/music/program/dance(body 
movements)/game/etc. 

• In addition to your ‘artwork’, you must explain your 
idea of complexity clearly. 

• No page limit, this time. But simplicity will be the 
major evaluation criteria. 

 


